That the City Council hereby endorses the City Staff 1041 Comments and
Section 2.
requests that the Larimer County Board of County Commissioners consider and meaningfully
respond to the City Staff 1041 Comments.
Section 3.

That the City Council hereby directs the City Manager or his designees to:
a. Provide a copy of this Resolution to the County for consideration as part
of the County's 1041 process;
b. orally present a summary of this Resolution and the City Staff 1041
Comments to the Larimer County Board of County Commissioners at a
public hearing on the 1041 Application; and
c. continue diligent efforts to negotiate and work with Northern Water to
address the City's concerns regarding NISP and its impacts, including
potential impacts to City-owned natural areas and development of a
sustainable, long-term approach to avoidance, minimization,
management and mitigation of impacts.

Passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fort Collins this 4th
day of August, A.D. 2020.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

May 13, 2020

TO:

Mayor and City Councilmembers

THRU:

Darin Atteberry, City Manager
Jeff Mihelich, Deputy City Manager
Kevin R. Gertig, Utilities Executive Director

FROM:

Carol Webb, Deputy Utilities Director

RE:

Staff Comments on Northern Integrated Supply Project (“NISP”) 1041 Referral

Bottom Line
City staff has evaluated the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District (“Northern Water”)
Larimer County “1041” application and provided comment as a referral agency (see attachment).
Comments have been primarily based upon the design and location of the NISP Poudre River
intake structure and pipeline located within the Fort Collins Growth Management Area (“GMA”)
and its compliance with the City Code and Land Use Code.
Overall, staff’s technical comments on the 1041 application describe concerns about the
methodology employed in the pipeline siting alternatives analysis and potential pipeline impacts
to natural habitat and features within the Poudre River corridor.
In addition to City Council, City staff has provided a copy of the technical comments to the Land
Conservation and Stewardship Board, the Natural Resources Advisory Board, the Water Board,
and City Council prior to the comments being submitted to Larimer County.
Larimer County’s NISP “1041” Process
NISP requires a “1041” permit from Larimer County under its Land Use Code.1 Larimer
County’s 1041 permit process is designed to ensure compliance with local master plans and
environmental, public health, and safety standards while balancing costs and mitigation measures
for development and activities of statewide interest as defined by Colorado statutes.
Larimer County has identified the City as a referral agency for the NISP 1041 permit and is
requesting comments on the NISP 1041 permit application. Like other 1041 permit referrals
received from Larimer County, the scope of the City’s review and comments is limited to the

development, construction, and impacts within the GMA. Specifically, the scope of the City’s
review includes;
• installation of a new diversion structure on the Cache la Poudre River just upstream of
Mulberry Street;
• temporary impacts from the installation of underground pipelines across private property
and several City-owned natural areas;
• installation of above ground infrastructure near the intersection of Lemay Avenue and
Mulberry Street; and
• associated impacts to traffic, utilities, engineering, and stormwater.
While the scope of Larimer County’s 1041 review also includes recreation on Glade Reservoir
and a northern pipeline route and realignment of seven miles of Highway 287, these impacts fall
outside of the GMA and is not within the scope of City staff’s analysis.
The 1041 review process will eventually include public hearings before the Larimer County
Planning Commission and the Larimer County Board of County Commissioners.
Comments from the City (in addition to the technical comments provided by City staff) may also
be provided at the upcoming public hearings including at the tentatively scheduled July 8
Larimer County Planning Commission meetings and the August 17 meeting of the Larimer
County Board of County Commissioners.
pc:

Cameron Gloss, Manager, City Planning
Ryan Mounce, City Planner
John Stokes, Deputy Director, Community Services
Jennifer Shanahan, Sr. Specialist, Sciences
Eric Potyondy, Assistant City Attorney
Brad Yatabe, Assistant City Attorney
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